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of the Irrawaddy, the most important being at Yenangyaung in
the Magwe district, some distance south of Mandalay. From these
fields the oil is conveyed by a pipe-line 260 miles long to large
refineries near Rangoon. Of the towns, Mandalay is the most
important.
THE SUB-DELTAIC AND DELTAIC TRACTS form the most densely
populated part of the country, the average density being 150 people
to the square mile. The Hooding caused by the monsoon enables rice
to be grown as the chief crop, and over 90 per cent of the cultivated
land is devoted to it. As the population is small, compared with
that in the rice-growing regions of India, there is a considerable
surplus for export, and rice-mills have been established at Rangoon,
Moulmein, Bassein, and elsewhere. Teak from Upper Burma, and
from the hills surrounding the deltaic and sub-deltaic tracts, is also
prepared for export in these towns.
THE SHAN PLATEAU has great agricultural possibilities, but
development is retarded by lack of population and communications.
Silver lead ores are mined at Bawdin, near Namtu, where they are
smelted; the mine with its ore mills, smelter and auxiliary plant
gives employment to 16,000 people, many of whom are Indians
and Chinese. Density of population is 26 to the square mile.
AGRICULTURE1 gives employment, directly or indirectly, to about
75 per cent of the people of "India. The holdings of individual
cultivators vary in size, but are generally small; over a great part
of Bengal, where the population is dense, the average area is less
than two and a quarter acres; in Madras it does not appear to
exceed three acres for at least 75 per cent of the holdings; in Bom-
bay, where conditions are more diversified, nearly half the holdings
are less than five acres in extent, but the average size is fourteen,
acres. Throughout the most of Bengal the homestead system pre-
vails, but elsewhere the rural population "is generally concentrated
in villages, of which there may be 500,000 in British India.
The yield of Indian crops is, as a rule, below the average, and for
this various reasons have been assigned. The soils axe said to be
steadily deteriorating, but it is more probable that they reached
their maximum impoverishment many years and perhaps centuries
, * For agriculture m India, see Report of tks Royal Commission on Agriculture
and the Appendix to the Report; also The Agricultural Geography of
Plateau by E. SimpMns^Hiilip & Son).